Background:

The National Forest Protection Program (NFPP) aims to improve the health of forests via logging bans, regulations, and afforestation and conservation jobs.

The Sloping Land Conversion Program (SLCP) is a voluntary “payment for ecosystem services” program designed to reduce water and soil erosion through afforestation. Farmers can voluntarily convert cropland into forests and are subsidized for this conversion.

The Three North Shelterbelt Program (TNSP) is an afforestation program in state-owned land in northern China aiming to prevent desertification.

Collective Forest Tenure Reform (CFTR) transferred ownership of state forest lands to individual households, inviting market forces into forest management but also constraining these forces with new regulations.

Theory of Change:

The NFPP, SLCP, and TNSP explicitly fund afforestation efforts, the effectiveness of which we will assess. These programs also include various subsidies for rural residents and regulations of local agricultural and timber-harvesting industries, which may affect local incomes.

CFTR may incentivize individual landowners to afforest land or to manage existing forests responsibly by linking the economic future of their households to the health and output of their plots, but associated regulations may also discourage associations. We will determine whether the incentives for afforestation outweigh the disincentives. Privatization of forest land tenure may allow landholders to produce timber more efficiently, increasing local income.
